PLASSEY   T*O   AMRITSAR

In spite of impoverishment and frustration, public-spirited leaders
.jtried to infuse a new life into the prostrate nation and India threw
up a great figure like Raja Ram Mohun Roy.
Ram Mohun Roy, who was born in 1772, laid the foundation of
public life in Bengal. Well versed in Sanskrit, Persian and Arabic,
he preached against idolatry and superstition. He began learning
English privately at the age of twenty-four for there were no English
schools then. He learnt Greek, Latin and Hebrew to discover the
sources of religion and culture of the West. He also took interest in
the sciences. In 1815 he started an agitation against suttee, went to
the burning grounds and persuaded people to desist from this cruel
custom. The rite was abolished in December 1828. To popularize his
views Ram Mohun Roy brought out a bilingual Bengali-English
weekly, SambadKaumudi, in 1821 and Mirat-ul-Akhbar, a Persian week-
ly, in 1822. These journals were perhaps the first to be conducted by
an Indian. Ram Mohun Roy's journalistic activities were intimately
connected with his reform movements. He was bitterly opposed by
the orthodox sections but he also had staunch supporters, among them
the Tagore family which played a great role later in the renaissance
in Bengal. He wrote text-books in Bengali on grammar, geography,
astronomy and geometry. On his suggestion, the Hindu College was
opened at Calcutta in 1824 to introduce western education. Hefound-
ed the Brahmo Samaj in 1828 to wean the Hindus from the evils of
pernicious conventions. It was also meant to be a meeting-ground of
all sects who wished to unite for divine worship. In 1830 he left for
England to represent the grievances of Akbar Shah II, the titular
Emperor of Delhi. For this purpose he was invested with the title of
Raja and given a seal of office by the Emperor. On his voyage to
England, he insisted, even though he was feeble in health, on visiting
a French ship, which was anchored in Capetown harbour. He wished
to pay homage from his motherland to France, who had raised aloft
the banner of revolution for "Liberty, Equality, Fraternity1"* After a
five months' voyage he arrived in England in April 1831. At King
William IV's coronation a scat was assigned to him among the ambass-
adors of free countries. He took keen interest in the great agitation
over the Reform Bill of 1832. He observed: "The struggles are
not between reformers and anti-reformers but liberty and oppression
throughout the world." He visited Paris in 1832 and was received
with the highest honours. He was present in England for the first